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Senators refusing to vote for Ferry. This check has caused
consternation among the Radicals here, and I have no
doubt at home also. A violent onset will now be made on
the three recusant or independent Senators. Intriguers at
New Haven, and intriguers in their respective districts
will be at work to influence them, and I have my doubts
whether one or more of them may not be shaken.

In the mean time our friends should be at work upon
others. A great mistake, however, has been committed in
getting the members pledged for persons instead of prin-
ciples. I have advised' that they should put themselves
on impregnable ground for the Union, irrespective of men
or parties.

Seward has gone home. He told me he intended to make
a speech while absent in favor of the President and his
policy. Originating no measure himself, and cautious and
calculating in adopting the plans of others, he nevertheless
supposes that what he says has wonderful influence. I do
not think he has ever made a speech which gave shape or
character to a party, though usually the oracle of Weed and
the managers of his party. Often his remarks have been
more harmful than beneficial. His harangues at Auburn
are studied orations, prepared after consultation with his
confidants, and he is now pregnant with one. If it is a
quiet baby, passive and pleasant, I shall be satisfied; if
it has some deformities, I shall not be surprised.

May 19, Saturday. Dixon informed me last evening
that he was apprehensive Foster would leave his Mends in
the lurch. Brandegee and some others came on from New
Haven and had a private interview with Fessenden, who
took Foster in hand, and D. believes has succeeded in cap-
turing or controlling him. I think it probable, for Foster
has wanted stamina and decision in this instance, though
I think he is very well disposed and possessed of a pretty
good share of good sense, if he had the courage to
use it. -,